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1-11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Previously Amended) The retractor of claim 21, comprising a second blade, the first 
blade and the second blade being movable relative to each other, the first blade having a first 
svixface and the second blade having a second surface, the first surface and the second surface 
feeing away fix»m each other and bemg adapted to engage tissue for retraction. 

13. (Previously Added) The retractor of claim 12, comprising an actuator for moving flie 
first blade and the second blade relative to one another. 

14. (Previously Amended) The retractor of claim 1 2, comprising a crossbeam, and wherein 
the first blade and the second blade are attached to the crossbeam. 

15. (Previously Added) The retractor of claim 12, comprising a first arm and a second arm, i 
the first blade being carried on the first arm and the second blade being carried on the second 
arm. 

1 6. (Previously Amended) The retractor of claim 1 2, comprising a crossbeam, and wherein 
ihe first arm and the second arm are attached to the crossbeam, at least one of the first arm and 
the second arm being movable relative to the crossbeam. 

17-18. (Cancelled) 

1 9 . (Currently Amended) The retractor of claim lUS, comprising a first arm having the 
first blade carried thereon and a second arm having a second blade carried thereon, and wherein 
the first blade and the second blade are movable relative to each other, the first blade having a 
first surface and the second blade having a second surface, the first surface and the second 
surface facing away from each other and being adapted to engage tissue for retraction. 

20. (Previously Amended) The retractor of claim 2 1 , wherein the suture stay has a plurality 
of slots. 
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21 . (Currently Amended) A retractor, comprising at least one aim having a cavity, a first 
blade attached to the at least one arm, for retracting tissue, and a suture stay removably disposed I 
a^ea&ii-^paiitwSy-wito the cavity, the sut^^^ | 

22. (Previoiisly Arnended) The retractor of claim 20, wherein the at least one arm lias a 
plurality of channels aligned with the plurality of slots when the suture stay is retained within the 
opening. 

23. (Previously Amended) The retractor of claim 2 1 , wherein the suture stay has a body 
having a first surface, a second surftice and a slot configured to removably receive a suture 
therein. 

24. (Previously Amended) The iBtractorofclatm 23, wherein the slot extends:fi:om the first ; 
surface to the second surfece. 

25. (Previously Added) The letractor of claim 23, wherein the body has a top surfece, and 
the slot extends from the top suifece into the body and fi-om tihe first sur&ce to the second 
surface. 

26. (Previously Amended) The retractor of claim 22, wherein the suture stay has a body 
having a first surface and a second surface, and at least one of tfie plurality of slots extends fiom 
the first surfece to the second surface. 

27. (Previously Added) The tetractor of claim 26, wherein the body has a top surface and a 
bottom surface, and the slot extends from the top surfece into the body. 

28. (Previously Added) The letractor of claim 27, comprising a clamp, the clamp coupled to 
the body adjacent to the slot. 
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29 . (Previously Added) The retractor of claim 28, wherein the ckwip is configured to 
engage and retain a suture thread within the slot. 

30. (Previously Added) The retractor of claim 28, wherein the clamp is configured to permit 
a suture to pass be drawn through the slot in a first direction, but prevent tfie suture, from being 
drawn through the slot in a direction substantially opposite the first diresGtioni 

3 1 . (Previously Added) The retractor of claim 27, wherein the body has an aperture 
extending fhan the bottom surfiice into the body. 

32. (Previously Added) The retractor of claim 31, wherein the aperture is generally disposed 
transverse to the slot, 

33. (Previously Added) The letractor of claim 32, wherein the body has a bore that extends 
from the bottom surface into the body and comrannicates with the aperture. 

34. (Previously Added) The retractDr of claim 33, wherein the aperture communicates with 
the slot. 

35. (Previously Added) The retractor of claim 34, comprising a clamp, die clamp coupled to 
the body adjacent to the slot. 

36. (Previously Added) The retractor of claim 35, wherein the clamp is configured to 
engage and retain a suture thread within the slot 

37. (Previously Added) TTie retractor of claim 36, wherein tiie clamp is configured to permit 
a suture to pass be drawn through the slot hi a first direction, but prevent the suture from being 
drawn through the slot in a direction substantially opposite the first direction. 

38. (Previously Added) The retractor of claim 37, wherein the clamp is configured to be at 
least partially disposed within tfie aperture and the slot. 
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39. (Previously Added) The retractor of claim 38, wherein ihe clamp comprises a post 
and a leaf extending ficom ihe post. 

40. (Previously Added) The retractor of claim 39, wherein the post is configured to be at 
least partially retained within the bore and the leaf is configured to-bc-at Jeast.partially 
retained within the aperture. 

4 1 . (Previously Added) The retractor of claim 40, wherein the leaf is deflected to permit 
the leaf to be at least partially contained within the aperture, 

42. (PiBviously Added) The retractor of claim 41, wherem ±e body comprises at least 
one inner wall foiined by the slot and wherein the leaf has an outer edge that engages the at least 
one-inner wall when the leaf is at least partially contained within the aperture. 

43 . (Previously Added) The retractor of claim 4 1 , wherein the body comprises at least 
one inner wall formed by the slot and wherein the leaf has an outer edge that engages the at least 
one inner wall when the leaf is at least partially contained within the aperture. 

44-45. (Cancelled) 

46. (Previously Added) The retractor of claim 21 , wherein the arm has a surfece &om 
which the cavity extends, and the suture stay lias a surfece that is substantially aligned with the 
surfece of the arm when the suture stay is disposed within the cavity. 

47. (New) A retractor, comprising at least one arm having a cavity, a first blade attached to 
the at least one arm for retracting tissue, and a suture stay removably disposed at least partially 
within the cavity, the suture stay having at least one slot, wherein at least a portion of the at least 
one slot is disposed within the cavity. 
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48. (New) The retractor of claim 
second blade being movable relative t 
second blade having a second surface, 
each other and being adapted to enga^ 



M, comprising a second blade, the fiist blade and the 
> each other, the first blade having a first surface and the 
the first surfece and the second surface facing away from 
tissue for retraction. 



49. (New) The tefiiactor of claim*lt8,^comprising an actuator for moving the first blade and 
the second blade relative to one a) 



(New) The letractor of clai 



tS, comprising a crossbeam, and wherein the first blade 



and the second blade are attached to tl le crossbeam. 



51. (New) The retractor of clahn 
being carried on the first arm and the 



48, comprisiTig a first arm and a second arm, ihe first blade 
iecond.blade being carried on the second arm. 



52. (New) The retractor 
the second arm ate attached to the 
being movable relative to the crossbeim. 



of claim |48, comprising a crossbeam, and wherein the first arm and 
at least ofne of the first ami and the second arm 



53. (New) The retractor of claim 
thereon and a second arm having a so 
the second blade are movable relative 
second blade having a second surface 
each other and being adapted to 



54. (New) The retractor of claim 



55. (New) The retractor of clai 
aligned with the plimdily of slots w 



56. (New) The retractor of claim 
surface, a second surface and a slot cc nfigured 



47, comprising a first arm having the first blade carried 

blade carried thereon, and wherein the first blade and 
to each other, the first blade having a first surfece and the 
the first surface and the second surfece feeing away jfium 
tissue for retraction. 

47, wherein the suture stay has a plurality of slots. 

4, wherein the at least one arm has a plurality of channels 
the sumre stay is retained within the opening. 



47, wherein the suture stay has a body having a first 
to removably receive a suture therein. 
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57. (New) The retractor of claim 56, wherein the slot extends from the first surface to the 
second surface. 

58. (New) The retractor of claim 56, wherein the body has a top suiface, and the slot 
extends from the top suifece into'the body and from the first surface to the second surface.* .. , 

59. (New) The retractor of claim 55, wherein the suture stay has a body having a first surface 
and a second surface, and at least one of the plurality of slots extends from the first suifece to the 
second surfiice. 

60. (New) The retractor of claim 59, wherein the body has a top surface and a bottom 
surface, and the slot extends from the top surface into the body. 

6 1 . (New) The retractor of claim 60, comprising a clan^, the clamp coupled to the body 
adjacent to the slot. 

62 . (New) The retractor of claim 6 1 , wherein the clamp is configured to engage and retain a 
suture thread within the slot. 

63 . (New) The retractor of claim 6 1 , wherein the clamp is configured to permit a suture to 
pass be drawn through the slot in a first direction, but prevent the suture ftoro being dravm 
through the slot in a direction subsrtantially opposite the first direction. 

64. (New) The retractor of claim 60, wherein the body has an aperture extending from the 
bottom surfece mto the body. 

65. (New) The retractor of claim 64, wherein the aperture is generally disposed transverse to 
the slot. 
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66. (New) The letractorofclaim 65, wherein the b<xly has a bore that extends from fhe 
bottom surface into the body and comniunicates with the aperture. 

67. (New) The retractor of claim 66, wherein the aperture communicates with the slot. 

68. (New) The retractor of c]aim-,&7, comprising a clamp, flie ckmp.coupled to the body . 
adjacent to the slot. 

69. (New) The retractor of claim 68, wheiein the ckmp is configured to engage and retain a 
suture thread within the slot. 

70. (New) The retractor of claim 69, wherein the clamip is configured to permit a suture to 
pass he drawn through the slot in a first direction, but prevent the suture ftom being drawn 
through the slot in a direction substantially opposite the first direction. 

7 1 . (New) The retractor of claim 70, wherein the clamp is configured to be at least partially 
disposed within the aperture and the slot 

72. (New) The retractor of claim 71 , wherein the clamp comprises a post and a leaf 
extending from the post. 

73. (New) The retractor of claim 72, wherein the post is configured to be at least partially 
retained within the bore and the leaf is configured to be at least partially retained within the 
apermre. 

74. (New) The retractor of claim 73, wherein the leaf is deflected to permit the leaf to be at 
least partially contained within the aperture. 

75. (New) The retractor of claim 74, wherein the body comprises at least one inner wall 
fomied by the slot and wherein the leaf has an outer edge that engages the at least one inner wall 
when the leaf is at least partially contained within the aperture. 
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76. (New) The retractor of claim 74, wherein Hie body comprises at least one inner wall 
fbrmed by the slot and -wherein the leaf has an outer edge that engages the at least one inner wall 
when the leaf is at least partially contained within the aperture. 

77. (New) The retractor ofclaim.47, wherein the suture stay is substantially disposed within 
the cavity. 

78. (New) The retractor of claim 47, wherein tie arm has a surface fix>m which the cavity 
extends, and tiie suture stay has a surfece that is substantially aligned with the suifece of flie arm 
when the suture stay is disposed within the cavity. 

79. (New) A retractor, comprising at least one am having a cavity, a first blade attached to 
the at least one arm for retracting tissue, and a suture stay removably disposed at least partially : •, 
within the cavity, the suture stay having a plurality of slots, wherein the at least one arm has a 
plurality of channels aligned with the plurality of slots when the suture stay is retained within the 
opening. 

80. (New) The retractor of claim 79, comprising a second blade, the first blade and the 
second blade being movable relative to each other, the first blade having a first surface and the 
second blade havii^ a second snrfece, the first surface and the second surface facing away ftotn 
each other and being adapted to engage tissue for retraction. 

8 1 . (New) Hie retractor of claim 80, comprising an actuator for moving the first blade and 
the second blade relative to one another. 

82. (New) The retractor of claim 80, compri sing a crossbeam, and wherein the first blade 
and the second blade are attached to the crossbeam. 

83. (New) The retractor of claim 80, comprising a first arm and a second arm, the first blade 
being carried on the first arm and the second blade being carried on the second arm. 
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84. (New) The retractor of claim 80, comprising a crossbeam, and wherein the first arm and - . 
the second aim are attached to the crossbeam, at least one of the first atm and the second arm 
being movable relative to the crossbeam. 

85. (New) The letractorof claim 79rcoroprising a first arni having the»first blade cam j ^mAv^ 
thereon and a second arm having a second blade carried thereon, and wherein the first blade and 

the second blade are movable relative to each other, the first blade having a first surface and the 
second blade having a second surfece, the first surface and the second surface feeing away ftom 
each other and being adapted to engage tissue for retraction. 

86. (New) The retractor of claim 79, wherein tiie suture stay has a body having a jQrst 
surfece, a second surface and a slot configured to removably receive a suture therein. 

87. (New) The retractor of claim 86, wherein ihe slot extends from the first surface to the 
second sur^e. 

88. (New) The retractor of claim 86, wherein the body has a top surfece, and the slot 
extends from the top surface into the body and from the first surface to the second surface. 

89 . (New) The retractor of claim 79, wherein the suture stay has a body having a first surface 
and a second surface, and at least one of the plurality of slots extends from liie first surface to the 
second surface. 

90- (New) The retractor of claim 89, wherein the body has a top surface and a bottom 
surface, and the slot extends firom the top surface into the body. 

91 . (New) The retractor of claim 90, comprising a clamp, the clamp coupled to the body 
adjacent to the slot. 
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92. (New) The retractor of claim 9 1 , wherein the clamp is configured to engage and retain a 
suture thread within the slot. 

93. (New) The retractor of claim 91 , wherein the clamp is configured to permit a suture to 
pass be drawn through the slot in a first direction, but prevent the suture ficoni being drawn, 
through the sldt iii a direction substantially opposite the first diiection, - 

94. (New) The retractor of claim 90, wheiein the body has an aperture extending from the 
bottom surface into the body. 

95 . (New) The tetractor of claim 94, wherein the aperture is generally disposed transverse to 
the slot. 

96. (New) The retractor ofclaim 95, wherein the body has a bore that extends fixwn the, 
bottom sur&ce into the body and communicates with the aperture. 

97 . (New) The retractor of claim 96, wherein the aperture commutiicates with the slot 

98. (New) The retractor of claim 97, comprising a clamp, the clamp coupled to the body 
adjacent to the slot. 

99. (New) The retractor of claim 98, wherein the clamp is configured to engage and retain a 
suture thread within the slot. 

1 00. (New) The retractor of claim 99, wherein the clamp is configured to permit a suture to 
pass be drawn through the slot in a first direction, but prevent the suture from being drawn 
through the slot in a direction substantially opposite the first direction. 

101. (New) The retractor of claim 1 00, wherein die clamp is configured to be at least partially 
disposed within the aperture and the slot 
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102. (New) The retractor of claim 101, wherein the clamp comprises a post and a leaf 
esxtending from the post 

103. (New) nie retractor of claim 102, wherein the post is configured to be at least partially 
retained within the bore and the leaf is configured to be at least partially retained within the 
aperture. 

104. (New) The retractor of claim 103^ wherein the leaf is deflected to permit the leaf to be at 
least partially contained within the aperture. 

105. (New) The retractor of claim 104, wherein the body comprises at least one inner wall 
formed by the slot and wherein the leaf has an outer edge that engages the at least one inner wall 
when the leaf is at least partially contained within the aperture. 

106. (New) The retractor of claim 104, wherein the body comprises at least one inner wall 
formed by the slot and wherein the leaf has an outer edge that engages the at least one inner wall 
when the leaf is at least partially contained within the aperture. 

107. (New) The retractor of claim 79, wherein the suture stay is substantially disposed within 
the cavity. 

1 08. (New) A retractor, comprising at least one arm having a cavity and a surface from 
which the cavity extends, a first blade attached to the at least one arm for retracting tissue, and a 
suture stay removably disposed at least partially within the cavity, the suture stay having a 
plurality of slots and a surfece that is substantially aligned with the surface of the arm when the 
suture stay is disposed within the cavity. 
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